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CHANGE IN ADDRESS. 
When a change of address is requested, 
both the new and old address should be 
(iven. Two weeks' notice is required tor 
changing an address. 

discontinuances! 

If a subscriber wishes liis or her paper 
discontihued at expiration of his or her sub- 
scription, notice to tnat efiect should be 
sent; otherwise it will be assumed that a 
continuance is expected and bill wUl be sent 
and payment should follow. 
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BUREAU OF EXPERTIZING. 
Advice as to the placing at public or 
private sale of art work of all kmds, pic- 
tures, sculptures, furniture, bibelots, etc., 
will be given at the office of the American 
Akt News, and also counsel as to the value 
of art works and the obtaining of the best 
"expert" opinion on the seune. For these 
services a nominal fee will be charged. Per- 
sons having art works and desirous of dis- 
posing or obtaining an idea of their value 
will find our service on these lines a saving 
of time, and', in many instances of unneces- 
sary^ expense. It is guaranteed that any 
opinion given will be so given without re- 
gard to personal or commercial motives. 



BUREAU OF APPRAISAL. 
We are so frequently called upon to pass 
upon the value of art works for collectors 
and estates, for the purpose of insurance, 
sale, or, more especially to determine 
whether prior appraisals made to fix the 
amount due under the inheritance or death 
taxes are just and correct ones — emd so 
often find that such former appraisals have 
been made by persons not qualified by ex- 
perience or knowledge of art quality or 
market '-alues, with resultant deception and 
often overpayments of taxes, etc. — that we 
sugp^est to all collectors and executors the 
advisability of consulting our Bureau of Ap- 
prusal either in the first place or for re- 
vision of other appraisals. This Bureau is 
conducted by persons in every way qualified 
by exnerience and study of art works for 
many years, and especially of market val- 
ues, both here and abroad; our appraisals 
are made without regard to anythuig but 
quality and values, and our charges are 
moderate — our chief d-sire being to save 
our patrons and the public from ignorant, 
needless and costly appraisal expenditure. 

ART SALE RECORDS. 
Collectors, dealers and others interested 
*re reminded that the first two numbers of 
Saitfs of the Year for 1915, in pamphlet form, 
are still on sale at the American Art News 
office, 15 East 40 St., at 25 cents each, post- 
age prepaid. No. 1, the Bray ton Ives Col- 
lection of Prints, and No. 2, the Blakeslee 
and Duveen Pictures Sales. The first of 
the series for 1916, No. 3, the Reisinger 
and Andrews-Canfield Picture Sales, will 
soon appear. 



DEALERS AS APPRAISERS. 
The interesting picture case heard 
before the General Appraisers Court at 
the Public Stores in this city this week, 
and told of elsewhere in our columns, 
brings to the fore the question dis- 
cussed in the fine art trade for many 
years past, as to the wisdom of the cus- 
tom of the Government appraisers, 
when in ned of opinions as to art im- 
portations to sustain or oppose their 
own, in order to enable them to arrive 
at a just decision; of calling as wit- 
nesses or to give such opinions, of art 
dealers or their employes. These fre- 
quently may be competitors of the 
dealers whose importations are in ques- 
tion as to their dutiable character, or 
values as for duties. 

While we do not say nor believe that 
there are not art dealers of sufficient 
breadth of view, kindliness of disposi- 
tion, and good will towards their com- 
petitors or rivals and who are there- 
fore capable of giving a fair and just 
opinion on the merits or values of such 
competitors' or rivals' importations — 
the age and validity of art works, es- 
pecially old pictures, so often admit of 
doubt a.nd differing opinions by the best 
posted persons — that with human na- 
ture as it is, there is danger of injustice 
being done. The opportunity also of- 
fered by the appearance at hearings on 
contested duty cases to learn a rival or 
competing dealer's business secrets is 
a tempting one, and, to our knowledge, 
has been taken advantage of in certain 
ways, several times during the past few 
years, by unscrupulous dealers. 

The custom and practice therefore of 
the Government's calling in of art deal- 
ers or their emplpyes, to pass upon 
other dealers' importations is, in our 
opinion, and we feel sure in that of the 
trade in general, a wrong and unjust 
one and should cease. 

There should be, in our opinion, a 
Board or JuCy, of competent persons, 
whose members should be appoitited 
after due examination as to their qual- 
ifications, who should be in readiness 
to serve when called upon, and prop- 
erly remunerated by the Government 
for their time of service — and who 
should not be art dealers nor employes 
of art dealers, when the importations 
of other art dealers are to be judged — 
to pass upon all art importations on 
which the regular Government apprais- 
ers are not able to decide. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 



Those Library Lions. 

Editor American Art News: 

Dear Sir: I have suspected for some time 
that the model for the good natured lions 
in front of the public library, which you 
well dubbed some time ago on account of 
their chin whiskers, "Peter Cooper" and 
"Horace Greeley," was a stuffed one. On 
careful examination I am confirmed in my 
opinion. 

. Directly behind the right fore leg of the 
northernmost lion is a patch showing dis- 
tinctly that whoever executed the copy 
was more than Chinese in his love for 
detail and exact reproduction. 
Yours very truly, 

S. H. P. Pell. 

New York, Jan. 17, 1916. 



BRITISH GOV'T. BUYS ART. 

Although the funds available for public 
art purchases have been considerably re- 
stricted, several interesting works have 
been acquired for the nation, notably the 
"Premier Matin" of the Belgian Sculptor, 
M. Egide Rombaux, bought by public sub- 
scription for the Tate Gallery. This was 
one of the most striking exhibits in the 
Spring Academy and its acquisition is dis- 
tinctly a matter for congratulation. The 
paucity of funds for purchasing for the 
nation important works of art in the years 
to come will probably lead to some species 
of legislation akin to that which at present 
obtains in Italy and of which the object 
will be to prevent private owners from al- 
lowing family heirlooms to leave the 
country to enter foreign collections. Un- 
less some measure of this kind be intro- 
duced, England is likely to find herself 
bereft of much which it is desirable that 
she should retain. 



ART BOOK REVIEWS. 

The Barzizon Painters. — By Arthur 
Hoeber. 12mo. F. A. Stokes Co. 
By Arthur Hoeber. 12 Mo., F. A. Stokes Co. 

Mr. Hoeber's last book is one of the late 
critic's best attainments. This volume on 
the Barbizon men — Millet, Corot, Diaz, 
Dupre, Troyon, Rousseau, Daubigny and 
Jacque is, however, a compound of critical 
and biographical matter that has little new 
in it. He retells, politely, tales well-known 
to readers of the literature of modern 
French art, but he tells them so simply and 
in a way so innocently, that one can easily 
imagine such a book finding warm recom- 
mendation for the "general" reader of 
succinct biographies. 

• Much of the intimate personal matter 
relative to the artists is quoted from 
European writers such as Richard Muther, 
Albert Wolff, Sensier and Louis Hourticq. 
The American artists Will Ldw, Theodore 
Robinson and Dwight W. Tryon, are 
drawn on for recollections of Millet, Corot 
and Daubigny — Tryon's Daubigny material 
being especially interesting. Not until the 
chapter on Theodore Rousseau does Mr. 
Hoeber feel called to indulge his enthus- 
iasms. 

Calling Rousseau "the greatest modern 
master of landscape work," he follows, with 
a dramatic story of his interestingly tragic 
career, an unusually warm commendation 
of Rousseau's art. Some of the best writ- 
ing in the book is to be found in this chap- 
ter on Rousseau. The final chapter on 
Charles Jacque is also of unusual inter- 
est. Mr.. Hoeber's book presents to readers 
in English, matter from the French which 
might not otherwise' reach the American 
reader. For this reason the life stories of 
the Barbizon painters, which he has put 
together, will be welcomed. 



OBITUARY. 



Jeannette L. Gilder. 

Miss Jeannette L. Gilder, for many years 
a familiar figure in N. Y. art and literary 
circles, died at her residence in this city 
Monday evening last, aged 66. 

She was born in Flushing, L. I., a daugh- 
ter of the late Rev. Richard H. Gilder, and 
was a sister of the late Richard Watson 
Gilder, Col. Wm. H. Gilder and Mrs. Chol- 
mondeley Jones and Mrs. J. G. Puron and 
Jos. B. Gilder. When eighteen she became 
a reporter on the Newark, N. J., Register, 
later was associated with her brother, 
Richard W. Gilder, in editing -the Cen- 
tury Magazine, and in 1881, with her 
young brother, Joseph Gilder; started the 
Critic, afterwards Putnam's Magazine, and 
which during its life of nearly twenty-five 
circles. 

Miss Gilder was also dramatic and literary 
critic on the Herald for a period of years, 
and was the N. Y. correspondent of the 
Boston Saturday Eye. Gazette and other 
out of town publications on art, literary and 
dramatic topics. But her forte was literary 
criticism and by this she became : best 
known. 

Of late years, Miss Gilder, who was. a 
warm friend of- Miss Marbury's- and Miss 
de Wolfe's, entered more into social life. 
She was a member of the Colony Club and 
last season superintended one of the danc- 
ing halls, in which Miss Marbury was in 
terested. 

Miss Gilder was greatly esteemed and 
beloved by those who knew her well for 
her sterling qualities of mind and heart. 
In her earlier days, and while always op- 
posed to the idea of Woman Suffrage, she 
adopted almost a masculine costume, which 
won for her the reputation of eccentricity. 

Miss Gilder wrote several books on liter- 
ary, dramatic and social subjects. 



ENGLAND'S SAD ART YEAR. 

The universal preaching of economy and 
the public duty of the investment of all' 
available cash m the war loans necessarily 
, led to comparative quietude in English sale- 
I I oom events in 1915. Yet, on the other hand, 
' one must look back with satisfaction on 
the successful series of art sales held oh 
behalf of the Red Cross Fund and of vari- 
ous kindred charities, events which have 
gone far to prove how far the E;nglishman's 
purse can stretch when some worthy ob- 
ject makes a demand upon it. The artists 
themselves, although belonging to the class 
which has perhaps suffered most directly 
through the war, have given generously of 
their time and work and through their ef- 
forts have enabled many an unfortunate 
comrade to tide over a difficult time. 

In spite of adverse conditions, the past 
year has been by no means devoid of its 
sensations. The Gilbey Sale with its total 
result of £37,000 and the Crews Sale with 
Its £25,600, head tt^e list of saleroom hap- 
penings, while among the special sale items 
worthy of mention, come the Althorp Rem- 
o??^^' bought by Sir Herbert Cook for 
£35,000, Mme. Le Brun's Portrait of her- 
self which fetched £6,930, and Sir Thomas 
Lawrence's portrait of "Col. Hardy's 
Daughters," sold for £5,460. Three Mor- 
lands fetched over £1,000 apiece and a 
Van der Neer, £1,102. 

Attendance at picture exhibitions has 
necessarily diminished from the diversion 
of general mterest into non-artistic chan- 
nels, but statistics show a gradual improve- 
ment in this respect. This is due, no 
doubt, to the realization that nothing can 
afford so satisfactory a distraction from 
sordid realities as truly fine art, and that 
It is the duty of everyone to take, from 
time to time that relaxation which shall 
the best strengthen for the strain of cur- 
rent events. So far it can hardly be said 

wfu '"^'^ ^^^ *^^* ^^^^ impress upon 
linghsh art but, since one must stand at 
a certain distance from an object before 
one can properly observe it, this fact is not 
surprising. Many of our younger men have 
already joined the forces; others are about 
to do so; It IS not therefore to be expected 
that art is likely to make any very great 
strides until the country is in a more set- 
tled state. 



SLIGHTLY INVOLVED? 

"Because St. Louis is. a city, people are 
apt to forget that St. Louis also is a saint. 
But such he is (sic) and so the cathedral in 
the city that is named after him also ha^ 
taken his name, and appropriately is' the 
Roman Catholic Cathedral of St. Louis "— 
Gustave Kobbe in N. Y. Herald, Jan.' 16, 



Joseph Hirsch. 
Joseph Hirsch, an old and respected cot- 
ton goods merchant, died suddenly of heart 
disease in this city Monday last, aged 84. 
He was the father of the late Leon Hirsch, 
the art collector, whose sudden death from 
accident three years ago so saddened a 
wide circle of friends, and also of Mr. 
Nathan Hirsch, who is following his 
lamented brother's lead as an art collector. 
Mr. Joseph Hirsch was a philanthropist, 
and a generous contributor to Jewish chari- 
ties, of several of which he was a director. 



Mrs. Elise Flagg. 

Mrs. Elise Flagg, widow of the late Mon- 
tague Flagg, portrait painter, died Wednes- 
day at the Gainsborough Studios. Mrs. 
Flagg, who had been ill for some time, 
survived her husband less than a month. 
There are no children. 



The Albright Gallery in Buffalo is show- 
ing an interesting display of works selected 
from the permanent collection of the De- 
troit Museum. 



F. Zirnbauer, who went to Carthage, Mo., 
recently from Paris has displayed there 
landscapes and portraits. 



JANUARY BURLINGTON. 
The opening article, in the Burling- 
ton Magazine for January, is by Gio- 
vanni Poggi and treats of BotticeUi's 
'Annunciation" of San Martino. The 
head of the angel in this is reproduced 
for a frontispiece, while the two sec- 
tions of the painting formed by the pen- 
dentives and lunettes of the vaulted 
chamber, are reproduced in two full 
pages. The decorations showing 
Achilles and Polyxne, which appear on 
a hydria in the Hermitage at Petrograd, 
furnish the subject of a paper by J. D; 
Beasley. As illustrations are used sec- 
tions of hydria and a stamnos, all of 
which are by the painter of the Berlin 
amphora. Campbell Dodgson Has a 
first, of a series of articles, on the "Rare 
Woodcuts in the Ashmolean Museum, 
Oxford." As a New Year's greeting, 
the Burlington reproduces Blake's "The 
Spiritual Form of Nelson Guiding Le- 
viathan" in the National Gallery of 
British Art, first published a year ago, 
with the greeting, "Rule, Brittania! 
Brittania Rules the Waves." Sir Mar- 
tin Conway has an article on the first 
part of Dr. Fischel's publication of Ra- 
phael's Drawings, which, it says, "Has 
a melancholy interest, ....■..." 
"bears the imprint— Berlin, 1913, biit 
only reached us shortly before the be- 
ginning of the War." Ananda Coom- 
araswamy discusses some "Buddhist 
Primitives" in Sculpture and S. Squire 
Sprigg, M. D., has a curious and highly 
interesting article on "Art and Medi- 
cine." The Burlington may be had of 
the American agent, James B. Town- 
send, 15 E. 40 St. 
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The new Museum for Art and Art History 
was opened at Liibeck recently. 



